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CONSTITUTION. 
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We, the subscribers, believing that impor- 
tant advantages result from the institution of 
Fire Cruss, both to the community gener- 
ally and to the individuals associated, and 
that we may the more effectually aid each 
other and those around us, and promote har- 
mony and good fellowship among ourselves, 
do agree to form ourselves into a society, by 
the name of the Futron Fire Civus; and 
for the government of the same do assent to 
and adopt the following Articles. 


ARTICLE I. 

Tue number of active members shall not 
exceed at any one time rirry. And no 
person shall be admitted a member, except 
by ballot, and by an unanimous vote of the 
members present, at a stated meeting 5 nor 
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then, unless more than half of all the active 
members, belonging to the Club, are pre- 
sent at the time of balloting. 


' ARTICLE II. 

Each member on joining the Club shall 
pay to the Secretary seventy-five cents, and 
shall subscribe to the constitution and laws 
of the Club. And each member shall be 
equally interested in the property of the 
Club, and shall be entitled to receive from 
the Secretary a copy of the Constitution, 
with the names of the members annexed. 


ARTICLE II. 

Each member shall procure and keep two 
buckets, a bag, and a bed screw, which (in 
the opinion of the officers of the club) shall 
be suitable to be used at fires. This fire 
apparatus shall be kept in ‘a conspicuous 
part of his dwelling, in readiness and good 
order, to be used as occasion may require. 
The buckets and bag shall be marked with 
the device of the Club, and the name of the 
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owner. [or neglect of any part of this duty 
the penalty shall be one dollar. 


ARTICLE IV. 

There shall be chosen at the annual 
meeting, in each year, a President, a Vice- 
President, and Secretary, who shall consti- 
tute a Committe to manage the concerns of 
the Club, and whose duty it shall be on the 
event of fire, to ascertain as soon as practi- 
cable, whether the property of any of the 
Club, is exposed to the fire, and together 
with the person whose property is exposed, 
to direct the members in the method to pre- 
serve the same. And it shall be the duty of 
the members to follow the directions of the 
officers. If any member shall unreasonably 
neglect to comply with such directions, he 
shall be fined at the discretion of the Club. 


ARTICLE V. 
On notice of fire each member, whose 
property is not in danger, shall immediately 
proceed with his buckets and bag to the 


6 


building most in danger; and under the 
direction of the committee, or the member 
whose property is exposed, if present, shall 
faithfully endeavor to secure all his effects, 
both from the power of the fire and hazard 
of pillage, and in case of the removal of his 
effects shall assist in returning them to him 
again free of expense. And it shall be the 
duty of every member to take particular 
care of the goods and effects of any member, 
which may be exposed in his absence. For 
neglect of any part of the duty enjoined in 
this article, unless a satisfactory excuse is 
given the committee, the penalty shall be 
two dollars. 


ARTICLE VI. 

After the fire has ceased, and the danger 
from it is no longer apprehended, it shall be 
the duty of the members, to meet at such 
place as they may be directed by the officers 
of the Club, and there remain until the roll 
has been called and the Club dismissed. 
Any member that shall have been present 
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during the fire, and shall not answer to his 
name at the calling of the roll, shall be fined 
twenty-five cents. 


ARTICLE VII. 

The President shall preside at all the 
meetings of the Club, and with the advice of 
the other members of the committee, shall 
direct special meetings to be called as occa- 
sion may require. In the absence of the 
President the Vice-President shall take his 
place; and in absence of both these officers 
a President protempore shall be chosen. 


ARTICLE VIII. 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary to 
keep a fair record of all the votes and doings 
of the Club ; to warn the annual and special 
meetings of the Club, by leaving a written 
or printed ticket with each member, or at 
his dwelling, at least one day previous there- 
to; to collect all fines and assessments ; 
keep the stock ; make all payments directed 
by the committee ; and in case of necessary 


8 


absence, he shall engage some other member 
to serve in his place. He shall within five 
days preceding the annual . meeting, and at 
such other times as by the committee may 
be thought necessary, visit the dwelling of 
each member, examine his fire apparatus, 
and report the same to the Club; and in 
general shall have the care of all the prop- 
erty of the Club; and shall deliver over to 
his successor in office, all the books, papers 
and stock of the Club. For the perform- 
ance of this duty, he shall be allowed from 
the funds of the Club the sum of two dollars 
a year, and for the neglect of any part of it 
the penalty shall be not less than one nor 
more than two dollars. 


ARTICLE IX. 

The annual meeting of the Club shall be 
on the first Wednesday in January, at 
6 o’clock, P. M., at such place as shall be 
appointed by the committee. At all ap- 
pointed meetings of the Club, and adjourn- 
- ments of the same, the roll shall be called 
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precisely twenty minutes after the time of 
meeting, and any member having been duly 
notified, who shall be absent at that time 
without a reasonable excuse, shall be fined 
twenty cents. The penalty for being absent 
from any meeting, or adjournment of the 
same, without a reasonable excuse, shall be 
forty cents. 


ARTICLE X. 

If any member lose his buckets at a fire, 
and shall give notice of the same to the 
Secretary within seven days, it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary to give public notice 
of the same; and if not found they shall be 
replaced at the expense of the Club. 
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ARTICLE XI. 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary, on 
warning the members to attend the annual 
meeting, to inform them of the amount of 
their dues to the Club; and unless paid ‘on 
or before the next annual meeting, the sum — 
ae be doubled. : 
, 2 
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ARTICLE XII. 

There shall be a watch word, by which 
the members may distinguish each other, to 
be altered as the President shall direct, 
which shall be communicated to the Secre- 
tary, by each member, at each meeting, in 
a low tone of voice ; and any member failing 
to give the right word when demanded, shall 
be fined twenty-five cents. And if any 
member shall make known the wateh-word 
to any person, not a member of the Club, 
he shall be fined at the discretion of the 
Club not exceeding three dollars. 


ARTICLE XIII. 

Any member who shall be absent from 
the meetings of the Club for more than one 
year, and shall refuse to pay his dues when 
demanded, shall cease to be a member of 
the Club; and shall not be re-admitted, 
excepting in the manner in which other mem- 
bers are admitted. And any member who 
shall conduct in a manner derogatory to the 
character of the Club, may be expelled 
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therefrom by the united votes of three-fourths 
of the members present, at a stated meeting. 
But no expulsion shall take place at the 
same meeting, at which it is proposed, nor 
until the member shall have been notified in 
writing, by the Secretary, of the complaint 
against him. 


ARTICLE XIV. 


Honorary members may be admitted to 
the privilege of the Club, by paying into 
the treasury three dollars, and as such their 
names shall be enrolled in the Constitution 
of the Club. 


ARTICLE XV. 


Each member shall keep a copy of this 
Constitution, and shall exhibit the same 
when demanded to the-Secretary, at the 
annual meeting in each year, on penalty of 
twenty-five cents. 
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ARTICLE XVI. 

No alterations nor additions shall be made 
to these Articles, except at the annual meet- 
ing, nor then, unless two thirds of the whole 
Club assent to the same. 


HONORARY MEMBERS. 


Dead * Removed + 


CALEB OAKES,* 
NATHANIEL PUTNAM,t+ 
THOMAS CHEEVER, 
SAMUEL FOWLER, 
EBENEZER BERRY. 
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ACTIVE MEMBERS. 
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MOSES BLACK, 
WILLIAM FRANCIS, 
JOHN PEABODY,+ 
BRIGGS R. REED, 
ALLEN GOULD, 
ANDREW GOULD, 
JOSEPH S. MORSE,+ 
SAMUEL PRESTON, 
JACOB F. PERRY, 
SAMUEL P. FOWLER, 
ELISHA PRATT,+ 
ABEL PROCTOR,+ 
MOSES HOYT, jun.* 
JEREMIAH PUTNAM, jun. | 
MOSES W. WILSON,/ 
JONAS WARREN, 
JOHN PERLEY, 
JAMES SLEEPER, 
FREDERIC HOW, 
RICHARD HOOD, 
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ICHABOD SAWYER, 
JOHN C. PAGE, ~ 
HATHORNE PORTER, 
EBENEZER PUTNAM, 
HIRAM PRESTON, 
EDWARD PERRY,+ 
BENJAMIN KENT, jun. 
JOHN ROSS, 

SIMON PENDAR,+ 
EBEN HUNT, 

JOSEPH COFFRAIN,* 
JAMES F. FOSTER,+ 
SIMEON PUTNAM, jun. 
EBEN G. BERRY, 
JOHN C. BARSTOW, 
EDWARD STIMPSON, 
JOHN BATES, 
SAMUEL BROWN, 
MOSES BLACK, jun. 
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